
   

 

  
1 

Initial 
Date 

 

WARBOYS PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting of Warboys Parish Council held on 11th November 2024 at the Parish 

Centre, Warboys. 

IN ATTENDANCE 

2 Members of public 

PRESENT WERE 

Cllr R Dykstra 
Cllr D England 
Cllr D Fabb 
Cllr J Land 
Cllr J Parker (Vice Chair) 

Cllr P Potts 
Cllr C Sproats 
Cllr S Withams (Chair) 
Cllr A Wyatt 

 

Mrs J Drummond:- Senior Clerk 

Mrs E Coverdale:- Clerk 

Mrs L Moore:- Asst. Clerk 

 

Meeting commenced at 7.00 p.m 

 

241/24 WELCOME 

Chair Withams opened the meeting. 

 

242/24 APOLOGIES  

Apologies were unanimously accepted from; 

Cllr L Gifford – Illness 

Cllr G Willis - Holiday 

 

Apologies not accepted from; 

Cllr A Ntuk 

Cllr M Collins 

Cllr S Wilcox 

 

243/24 MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 

a) Declarations  

• Cllr D England declared a pecuniary interest in items; 

257/24 due to having land included in the call for sites.  

259/24 due to having an invoice included.  

263/24 due to being the claimant.  

• Vice-Chair Parker declared a pecuniary interest in item 252/24 due to being a 

representative for the Council on the Day Centre Committee. (Speak & Vote) 
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• Chair Withams declared a pecuniary interest in item 252/24 due to being on the Day 

Centre Committee (Speak & note vote) 

b) Register of Interests 

None 

 

244/24 MINUTES OF 14th OCTOBER 2024 

It was proposed by Cllr R Dykstra, seconded by Cllr J Land and RESOLVED by all Members 

present, the Minutes of the meeting held on 14th October 2024 be signed as a correct record 

by the Chairman. 

 

245/24 MINUTES OF 7th OCTOBER 2024 

It was proposed by Cllr D England, seconded by Cllr J Land and RESOLVED by all Members 

present, the Minutes of the Special meeting held on 7th October 2024 be signed as a correct 

record by the Chairman. 

 

246/24 CLERKS’ REPORT  

Report from Clerk attached as Addendum. 

 

247/24 OPEN FORUM 

It was proposed by the Chair and unanimously RESOLVED to close the meeting for a maximum 

period of 10 minutes to hold a public forum.  

The meeting was closed at 7.16p.m and reconvened at 7.23p.m 

 

2 members of public chose to speak; 

• A representative of the Warboys Community Association attended the meeting to 

inform members of the launch of a Christmas Raffle, organised to raise funds for the 

new community centre. The raffle features several substantial prizes, including a £200 

cash prize, a £200 voucher for Extreme360 Trampoline Park, among others. Tickets 

will be available for purchase at £1 each from the end of the week. The draw is 

scheduled for 21st December at 12:00 pm in the Library, with the Chair of Warboys 

Parish Council expected to be in attendance. 

• A query was raised regarding the glass windows on the east side of the new 

community centre, specifically inquiring whether these windows will be frosted to 

prevent overlooking onto adjacent land. It was agreed that this matter will be added 

to the agenda for discussion at the next New Parish Centre Committee (NPCC) 

meeting. 

 

249/24 REPORTS RECIEVED FROM COMMITTEES 

a) Allotments Committee – The Chair of the Allotments Commitee, Cllr J Parker provided 

members with a brief report following the meeting on 4th November and Liaison on 

29th October.  
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• Empty Plots & Rent: 12 vacant plots, with 1 outstanding rent payment; projected loss 

approximately £800. Agreed to increase plot deposits for new tenants from now and 

rents starting 2025 to offset losses. 

• Tenancy Agreement Update: Amendments proposed regarding dogs on-site, 

following complaints; dogs will be allowed if kept under control. 

• Site Maintenance: Further investigation required into gravel footpaths and tree 

management for Tenancy Agreements. 

• Shed Agreement: New tenancy agreement introduced for shed use to increase 

accountability due to rising approvals. 

• Railway Carriage Removal: Railway carriage deemed unsafe; area will be locked off 

until a safe removal method is established. 

• Wood Chippings Disposal Issue: Large quantities of wood chippings found dumped 

on-site; Warboys Allotments’ free tipping has been discontinued to prevent further 

incidents. 

b) Leisure Areas Committee – The Chair of the Leisure Areas Committee, J Land updated 

members on the meeting; 

• Co-Option: Mike Rust was successfully co-opted onto the Committee to support and 

maintain works at Onyett’s, first task to collaborate on a maintenance plan with Cllr 

D England and Cllr D Fabb. 

• Biodiversity for All: Awaiting work schedule for the £8,000 grant. 

• Budget Review: Spending reviewed across areas; no major changes, with internal 

adjustments within leisure sections. 

• Safety Inspections: Approved, in principle, for weekly safety checks sheets of parks 

and water bodies for Handymen to complete for auditing purposes.  

c) Community Projects & Events Committee – The Sen. Clerk provided members with a 

report of the meeting; 

• Finances: Unspent funds for this financial year to be allocated to the new community 

centre. 

• Sports Holiday Club: Initial steps discussed for starting a sports holiday club. 

• Ticketed Events: £3,000 allocated for ticketed events at the new community centre, 

with potential for additional revenue. 

• Project Costs: Increased due to the LHI bid for Ramsey Road; awaiting invoices for 

Onyett’s crossing and Station Road. 

• Christmas Lights Switch-On: Risk assessment completed; no Parish Council stall as all 

fundraising is directed towards the event. 

• Christmas Lights Maintenance: Merlin to handle streetlights due to unclear 

responsibilities from CCC; further clarification needed next year. Red Tile funding 

received to support lighting, with risk assessment still outstanding. 

• Bingo Event: Postponed until the new community centre opens due to the demolition 

of the previous facility. 

• Community Questionnaire: Ongoing; residents encouraged to participate. 

• Co-Option Considerations: Pat Collins and Pat Hicks up for further discussion. 
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250/24 REPLACEMENT PARISH CENTRE 

Arising from 222/24 Cllr J Land and Cllr D Fabb provided members with an update on the 

project; 

a) Progress  

Following 222/24 (a),  

A separate water meter is being considered to monitor council usage independently 

from the Underfives/Library. With the external brickwork completed, windows and 

doors ordered, and internal scaffolding being removed, the project is progressing 

steadily. Floor screeding is scheduled for December, with drainage work potentially 

starting the same month. Efforts are being made to minimise delays by advancing 

some work. However, a steel girder design issue has been identified, solution 

involves minor redesign at an estimated cost of £15-20k. Structural engineer has 

approved the solution, and pile load checks are in progress. 

 

Proposed by Cllr J Land, seconded by Cllr C Sproats it was unanimously RESOLVED to 

approve the spend of up to £20k to resolve the architectural design issue.  

 

b) Grants  

Following 222/24 (c), The Integrated Care Scheme have grants of up to £2k available, 

which the project would now be eligible for. Members were also advised that the bid 

for Mick George funding had not been successful.  

c) Demolition  

Old parish centre now demolished; services disconnected. Gas to be fully cut off in 

December, with water and electricity temporarily maintained for construction needs. 

d) Finances 

Financial profiling adjusted for structural issue delays, pushing some payments into 

the next financial year, which will align with the new precept and reduce short-term 

deficits. 

e) Misc 

• WADS lighting and sound request noted; Cllr J Land has put forward a contact for Cat 

6 data integration to meet the needs. 

• Gas main and party wall agreement query raised; clarified that the new building has 

no gas, so the agreement is not required. 

 

f) NPCC Committee Minutes - Members noted receipt of the draft minutes with no 

comments. 

 

6x Members of public arrived during discussion on the above item (between 7.47- 7.59pm) 

 

251/24 CLOSURE OF WARBOYS PARISH CENTRE 

Members were advised that the Warboys Parish Centre had now been demolished. 

252/24 WARBOYS AND DISTRICT DAY CENTRE CLAIM 
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Members were reminded that the council had received a compensation claim of £363.65 

submitted by the Warboys & District Day Centre, in response to the short-notice closure of 

the Parish Centre and the resulting potential impacts on the group’s operations. After 

discussions and reviewing several proposals; 

It was proposed by Cllr Fabb, seconded by Cllr Land to offer the Day Centre credit for the  

amount of the claim, £363.65 to be used at the new community Centre once it opens. This 

motion was RESOLVED with a majority vote, 1 voting against.  

HDC Cllr C Lowe arrived during discussion on the above item (8.16pm) 

 

253/24 LANDFILL LIAISON GROUP   

Arising from 233/24 and Following the meeting of the Landfill Liaison Group on 29th October 

2024 Cllrs D England & Cllr Sproats the council’s representatives reported back to members; 

Minimal activity is currently reported at the landfill site. Representatives from Thermaco 

and planning agency Stopford attended the meeting, with most discussions centred on the 

incinerator application. Representatives addressed concerns and explained the need for the 

incinerator, they were open to the suggestion that a community liaison meeting or drop-in 

session could help improve relations and facilitate open discussions.  Key resident concerns, 

such as non-recycled waste from grey bins, chimney height, and lorry traffic, were raised, 

and representatives provided reassurances.  

247/24 REPORT BY DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

 

Due to the late arrival of HDC Cllr C Lowe this was moved to after item 253/24; 

Attached as an addendum.  

254/24 PRINTER REPLACEMENT 

Arising from 234/24, the Assistant Clerk updated members on the outcome of the previous 

meeting's decision regarding the purchase of a new printer. The council had been declined 

credit by three finance companies for a monthly payment agreement, no details were 

provided for the rejections. However, the Assistant Clerk informed members that for £1,900 

+ VAT, the printer could be purchased outright, which would also include servicing and 

ink/toner. Contract options range from 12 to 60 months, with no penalties for early 

termination. The cost per print would be fixed at 0.025p for colour prints and 0.0025p for 

black and white prints for the duration of the contract. Additionally, the company has 

agreed to remove the old printer at no cost to the council. 

Members unanimously RESOLVED to agree the purchase of the printer at £1900+VAT with 

the money coming from the income bonds interest earned which is not included in the 

budget calculations.  
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Members unanimously RESOLVED to agree to signing a 60 month contract with the 

company to guarantee the print costs.  

255/24 APPROVE CO-OPTION POLICY 

Members were provided with a copy of the draft policy, which the Clerk explained the 

salient points.  

It was therefore proposed by Cllr Land, seconded by Cllr Fabb, and unanimously RESOLVED 

by all members present that the Casual Vacancy & Co-Option Policy be approved.  

256/24 SPECIAL PLANNING MEETING DECISION 

It was noted that during the Special Planning meeting held on 28th October, all members in 

attendance unanimously approved to uphold the Council’s previous objections to the 

planning application CCC/22/151/FUL. And for the Clerks to forward this response to the 

Planning Development Team at Cambridgeshire County Council.  

257/24 LOCAL PLAN LAND AVAILABILITY ASSESSMENTS 

The Clerk updated members that following the determinations made at the Planning 

Committee on 14th October in relation to the Local Plan Land Availability Assessments they 

had now recorded these through the public consultation portal on Huntingdon District 

Council’s website.  

 

The Chair made special considerations for the public who had arrived earlier in the meeting 

allowing them to speak for a short period of time on the Local Plan Assessments. This was 

proposed by the Chair and unanimously RESOLVED to close the meeting to hold a public 

forum on this agenda item. 

The meeting was closed at 8.48p.m and reconvened at 8.58p.m 

 

Six residents attended the meeting to raise their objections regarding the proposed 

development site behind Pathfinder Way (Warboys Site 4). Their concerns included the 

potential impact on protected species and the effect on a listed building in the area, among 

other issues. The Council advised the residents to submit their objections individually to 

strengthen the case, and confirmed that the Council had also formally objected to the 

proposal. 

 6x Members of public left following the discussions of the above item (8.59pm) 

258/24 PEOPLESAFE LONE WORKING SCHEME 

Members were advised that the contract for the PeopleSafe lone working scheme had 

ended several years previously and that the policy had never been enacted due to not being 

fit for purpose.  
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It was therefore unanimously RESOLVED for the clerks to contact PeopleSafe and terminate 

the contract with immediate effect.  

259/24 ACCOUNTS 

a) The Monthly accounts were checked by Chair S Withams and verified by Vice Chair J 

Parker it was:- RESOLVED to approve the payments for October. (appendix 1) 

b) Members noted that the Vemco invoice for the Strategy was approved for payment 

before the meeting so as to not hold back the construction of the community centre. 

 

Cllr D England left during discussions of the above item (9.00-9.02pm) 

 

260/24 BUDGETARY CONTROL 

The members received a copy of the budgetary control in October. (Appendix 2) 

 

261/24 EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC 

It was therefore unanimously:-  RESOLVED that the public be excluded from the meeting 

under the section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960. 

 

The meeting was closed to the public at 9.03p.m. 

 

262/24 STAFFING CONSIDERATIONS 

a) Redundancy Process: To note and approve the payment to R. Edwards following 

notice of redundancy being issued. 11th October redundancy notice given, worked 

until 18th October maintaining PC until demolition.  

The Clerk advised members of the redundancy calculation, which included 1.5 weeks 

salary for very complete year of working, holiday entitlement from April 24 – Jan 24 

and notice pay for 12 weeks. 

 

Members unanimously RESOLVED to pay R Edwards the full calculated redundancy.  

b) Assistant Clerk Probation Period: It was noted that the Assistant Clerk had 

successfully completed her probationary period.   

 

The Asst. Clerk left during discussions of the above item (9.09 - 9.12pm) 

 

c) It was reported to members that one of the Handymen had expressed dissatisfaction 

regarding a pension payment being deducted from his salary following the council's 

enrolment with a new payroll company. The Handyman had opted out of the 

pension scheme when he first took the position. The Clerks explained that the 

pension scheme is regulatory, requiring individuals to opt out every three years. The 

Handyman was advised that the payroll company had assured the council that the 

deducted amount would be reimbursed in the next pay, provided he had formally 

opted out through the NEST portal. 
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263/24 COMPENSATION CLAIM FOR DAMAGE TO CROPS 

The Sen. Clerk read out a detailed report to members following Cllr England’s request for 

compensation for crop loss resulting in £2,350. This report consisted of actions the council 

had taken, along with concerns about the behaviour of the councillor in question that had 

led to this.  

Following comprehensive and careful discussions it was therefore; 

Proposed by Cllr Land, seconded by Cllr Potts, and unanimously RESOLVED by all members 

present that the Clerks facilitate a meeting between the council, landowners, and other 

relevant parties, provided that Cllr D England withdraws his claim until the matter is 

resolved. If Cllr England chooses not to withdraw the claim, the council will not facilitate the 

meeting.  

Cllr England left during the discussions of the above item (9.13 - 9.47pm) 

Upon Cllr England’s return he was advised of the above decision and given 24 hours to 

consider and report to either the Chair or the Senior Clerk.  

 

264/24 NOTICES AND MATTERS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA 

For members of the Council to raise any matters to be included in the next agenda.  

• Armed forces covenant 

• Co-option 

• Events 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed at 9.56pm 

The next meeting of Warboys Parish Council will be held on 9th December 2024. 

 

 

Chairman. 

Date. 
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APPENDIX 1 – ACCOUNTS 259/24 
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APPENDIX 2 – Budgetary Control 260/24 
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